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Taxpayers May Request Extensions and Waivers During COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency 

 
Last week, Governor Evers signed legislation allowing the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Revenue to waive, on a 
case-by-case basis, any penalty or interest that accrues during the period covered by the public health emergency declared on 
March 12, 2020 if it is determined that failure to pay penalty or interest is due to impacts brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

"I know the Governor felt it was important to give financial relief to Wisconsin businesses who are hurting at this time. We at 
the Department of Revenue are pleased to make available what, essentially, amounts to a no interest loan for eligible 
businesses,” said Secretary Peter Bara. 

 
Additionally, extensions may be granted to any person whose ability to file and pay is affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
is requesting relief for the following taxes and periods.  

Returns and payments for the following taxes that are due from March 12 through May 11 may be extended to May 11: 

• Employer withholding tax  

• State and county sales and use taxes  

• Excise taxes (alcohol, cigarette, tobacco and vapor products, motor fuel)   

Returns and payments for the following taxes that are due from March 12 through June 10 may be extended to June 10: 

• Local Exposition District Sales Taxes (Lodging, Rental Car, and Food and Beverage) 

• Premier Resort Area Sales Taxes 

• Limousine Fee 

• Rental Vehicle Fees 

• Dry Cleaning License and Products Fee 

• Police and Fire Protection Fee 

 
Interest begins to accrue after the May 11 or June 10 extension date, depending on the tax type indicated above.  

Anyone previously granted an extension to file a return, must request an extension to file and pay, and to have interest and 
penalties waived at https://TAP.revenue.wi.gov/COVID/     

Most income and franchise tax returns are provided relief until July 15, 2020.  
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/TaxPro/2020/TaxDeadlinesExtendedCOVID.pdf 

The Wisconsin Department of Revenue notes that most services are found online at www.revenue.wi.gov  
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• Individuals: (608) 266-2486 

• Businesses: (608) 266-2776 

For the most up-to-date information on COVID-19 in Wisconsin www.wisconsin.gov/covid19 . 
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