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INHERITANCE AND ESTATE TAX 
 

TOPICAL INDEX 
 

To Wisconsin Statutes, Administrative Rules, Wisconsin Tax Bulletins, 
IS&E Publications, and Attorney Generals’ Opinions 

 
 Statute Adm. Rule 

Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
A     
     
Administration defined ..........................................................................   72.01(1)    
Administration expense ........................................................................  72.14(1)(c)* .....................   .....................  52-31,73-8  
Administration, special (see “Special administration”)     
Adopted persons, status .......................................................................  72.07*    
Advance payment .................................................................................  72.22(2)    
Ancillary probate ...................................................................................  72.30(5)*    
Annuities, pension and profit-sharing plans, trustees to report value to 
department .........................................................................................  72.34,72.34(6)(b)*    

Appeals ................................................................................................  72.30(4) ..........................   .....................  42-2  
 Board of Review ..............................................................................   .......................................   .....................  42-2  
Arbitration of death taxes between states .............................................  72.35    
Authority to audit ..................................................................................  72.30(3)*    
     
B     
     
Bequest to personal representative or trustee ......................................  72.26*    
     
C     
     
Certificate determining estate tax .........................................................  72.30(3) ..........................   .....................  75-5,81-7,91-5,106-12, 

107-10,112-20,113-8, 
119-12,124-13,138-12, 
147-12 

 

Certificate determining inheritance tax ..................................................  72.30(3)* .........................   .....................  75-5  
Child defined ........................................................................................  72.01(3)*    
Circuit court     
 defined ............................................................................................  72.01(4)    
 jurisdiction .......................................................................................  72.27    
Compounding .......................................................................................  72.34(5)*    
Confidentiality of returns .......................................................................  72.06 ..............................  1.11,1.13 ......  9-7,19-7  
Construction of estate tax chapter ........................................................  72.005,72.60*    
Contributions to cemeteries ..................................................................  72.15(1)(a)2*,72.17(4)(b)*    
Counsel, powers and duties .................................................................  72.34 *    
Credits     
 child’s credits from surviving spouse ...............................................  72.20*    
 gift taxes paid ..................................................................................  72.87(1)* .........................   .....................  3-3,5-2  
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
D     
     
Death taxes defined ..............................................................................  72.01(6)    
Decedent defined .................................................................................  72.01(7)    
Declaration of estimated tax (see “Payment of tax”)     
Deductions ...........................................................................................  72.14* .............................  10.01,10.11, 

10.12 
  

Definitions ............................................................................................  72.01    
Determination of tax .............................................................................  72.30(1)(a),(b) .................   .....................  126-10  
Distributees     
 classification....................................................................................  72.16*    
 defined ............................................................................................  72.01(9)    
 exemptions ......................................................................................  72.17* .............................   .....................  13-6,14-2  
 notices of taxable property ..............................................................  72.30(2) *    
     
E     
     
Employee retirement plans, taxability ...................................................  72.12(4)(c) * ....................   .....................  24-16,28-23,33-26,43-33, 

47-5,52-31,56-29,62-43, 
73-26 

 

Estate tax, federal ................................................................................  72.14(1)(e) * ...................  10.11 ............  13-6,14-2,151-11  
Estate tax, state (also see "Payment of tax") ........................................  72.60* .............................   .....................  52-31,75-5,81-7,106-11, 

107-9,113-7,169-1 
 

 federal law as of 12-31-00 will apply 10-1-02 through 12-31-07 .......  72.01(11m),(11n) ............   .....................  126-10,129-14,151-11  
Estates     
 capital loss carryover.......................................................................   .......................................   .....................  65-3  
 deductions allowed ..........................................................................  72.14* .............................  10.01   
 defined ............................................................................................  72.01(11)    
 filing requirements (see “Filing requirements (estates)”)     
 valuation ..........................................................................................  72.28*    
  accrual of interest ......................................................................   .......................................  10.01   
  closely held stock .......................................................................   .......................................   .....................  59-3  
  estate for life or years ................................................................  72.28(1)(d) *    
  future or limited estates ..............................................................  72.28(1)(c) * ....................   .....................  56-29  
  homesteads ...............................................................................  72.28(1)(a) *    
  joint property ..............................................................................  72.12(6) * ........................  10.05,10.06   
  power of appointment.................................................................  72.28(1)(e) *    
  securities ...................................................................................  72.28(1)(b) * ...................  10.01 ............  59-3  
Exempt transfers (see "Transfers")     
Exemptions from tax .............................................................................  72.17* .............................   .....................  9-5,13-6,14-2,26-1,29-5, 

52-32 
 

     
F     
     
Federal returns, required ......................................................................  72.30(1) ..........................   .....................  73-26  
Fiduciaries - estates .............................................................................  71.12-71.17    
 closing certificates ...........................................................................   .......................................   .....................  75-5,91-4,106-12,107-8, 

113-6,119-11,124-11, 
129-12,138-10,142-9, 
147-10,151-10,155-16 
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Fiduciaries - estates - continued     
 estimated tax requirements .............................................................   .......................................   .....................  76-2,91-3,94-34,107-8, 

113-6,119-4,124-4,129-3, 
130-5,134-3,138-2,142-3, 
147-3,156-9 

 

 exempt interest modification ............................................................   .......................................   .....................  56-2  
 filing requirements ...........................................................................   .......................................   .....................  119-10,124-11,128-7, 

129-13,134-9,138-9,142-8, 
147-9,150-13 

 

 forms ...............................................................................................  72.05 * ............................   .....................  75-5,81-7,101-7,106-11, 
107-9,112-19,113-7,115-4, 
127-6,128-7,133-6,134-9, 
138-11,155-16,155-19 

 

  checkoff lists, tips ......................................................................   .......................................   .....................  118-47,118-48,123-45, 
133-9,141-10,155-19 

 

  copies of returns filed .................................................................   .......................................   .....................  95-16,118-10,123-10, 
128-16,133-14,141-11, 
146-28,150-24 

 

  fax-a-form ..................................................................................   .......................................   .....................  118-9,132-14,141-14, 
146-22,150-30,153-4 

 

  substitute forms .........................................................................   .......................................   .....................  122-7,127-5,153-14  
 U.S. return required .........................................................................  72.33*    
Filing requirements (estates)     
 who must file, which forms, etc. ......................................................  72.30(1)(a),(b) * ..............   .....................  47-5,101-7,107-8,112-19, 

113-7,119-11,124-12, 
129-13,134-9,138-11, 
141-11,142-10,146-15, 
146-16,147-9,150-11, 
150-13,150-19,151-9, 
155-19,169-1 

 

Fractional share exclusions ..................................................................  72.12(6)(b),(c) * ..............  10.05,10.06 ..  9-5  
Funeral trusts .......................................................................................   .......................................   .....................  134-5  
Future estates, valuation (see "Estates")     
     
G     
     
Gifts in contemplation of death (see “Transfers”)     
     
H     
     
Hearing in circuit court ..........................................................................  72.30(4)    
Homestead, valuation (see "Estates")     
Household furnishings exemption .........................................................  72.15(4) * ........................   .....................  9-5,13-6,14-2  
     
I     
     
Imposition of tax     
 estate tax ........................................................................................  72.02,72.61* ...................   .....................  75-5,106-11,113-7,151-11  
 inheritance tax .................................................................................  72.13*    
Income taxes, deductibility ...................................................................  72.14(1)(a) * ...................  10.12   



Inheritance and Estate Tax - continued 142 
 

 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Inheritance tax provisions     
 applicable to estate tax ....................................................................  72.64*    
Installment payments (see “Payment of tax”)     
Insurance .............................................................................................  72.12(7) * ........................  10.10 ............  13-6,14-2  
Insurer to notify revenue department ....................................................  72.34(6)(a) *    
Interest, 12% ........................................................................................  72.23 ..............................   .....................  5-2,106-11,113-7,150-14  
 waived .............................................................................................  72.23(1),72.23(2) * ..........   .....................  145-6  
Internal Revenue Service adjustments .................................................  72.33(2) ..........................   .....................  81-7,106-11,112-20  
Internet posting of delinquent tax accounts ...........................................   .......................................   .....................  144-24,145-21,150-19, 

154-40 
 

Interstate arbitration of death taxes ......................................................  72.35    
Intestate laws of this state defined ........................................................  72.01(13)    
Investigations, by counsel ....................................................................  72.34*    
     
J     
     
Joint property ........................................................................................  72.12(6) * ........................  10.05,10.06 ..  9-5,43-34  
Jurisdiction of circuit court ....................................................................  72.27    
Justice department, duties ....................................................................  72.34(5) *    
     
L     
     
Legal representative to compute tax .....................................................  72.30(1) ..........................   .....................  150-19  
Liability of personal representative, special administrator, and trustees     
 estate tax ........................................................................................  72.21,72.62* ...................   .....................  113-7,126-10  
 inheritance tax .................................................................................  72.21*    
Lien, release or transfer ........................................................................  72.25*,72.29*,72.62* .......   .....................  43-34,75-5  
Limited estates, valuation (see “Estates”)     
     
M     
     
Marital property law     
 basis adjustment .............................................................................  71.05(10)(e) ....................   .....................  60-11  
 exchange of interest between surviving spouse and distributee ......  71.05(6)(a)16,(b)12 .........   .....................  56-3  
Municipality defined ..............................................................................  72.01(14) *    
Mutually acknowledged child defined ....................................................  72.01(15) *    
Mutually acknowledged parent defined .................................................  72.01(15m) *,72.16(1) * ..   .....................  9-5  
     
N     
     
Nonresident estates, department to investigate ....................................  72.34(4) *    
Nonresidents, jurisdiction .....................................................................  72.27(2) ..........................   .....................  129-13,138-47  
Notices .................................................................................................  72.03    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
P     
     
Payment of tax .....................................................................................  72.22,72.63*,73.13 .........   .....................  106-11,107-9,112-19, 

124-12,145-7,150-19 
 

 installment payment ........................................................................  72.22(4)*,72.225,72.62* ..   .....................  13-6,14-2,19-6,24-16,28-5, 
33-26,37-33,43-33,47-5, 
52-31,56-29,62-43,73-26, 
93-14,101-8,107-10,109-7, 
113-7,119-12,124-12 

 

 tenders (see “Advance payment”)     
Penalty, late filing fee ...........................................................................  72.235 ............................   .....................  73-26,81-7,101-7,106-11, 

107-9,112-20,129-15,150-14 
 

Personal representative defined ...........................................................  72.01(16)    
Personal representative fees ................................................................   .......................................   .....................  147-8,151-9  
Phase-out .............................................................................................  72.18* .............................   .....................  52-30,54-33,75-5  
Power of appointment     
 defined ............................................................................................  72.01(17) * ......................   .....................  9-6,24-16,28-5A,33-26, 

43-33,47-5,52-31,56-29, 
62-43,73-26 

 

 taxability of transfers .......................................................................  72.12(5) * ........................   .....................  9-5,33-26  
Power of attorney .................................................................................  71.78(4)(e),72.06 ............  1.13 ..............  114-1,155-19  
Property defined ...................................................................................  72.01(19)    
     
R     
     
Rate of tax (see “Tax rates”)     
Reciprocity as to nonresident decedents ..............................................  72.11(2)    
Refunds ................................................................................................  72.24    
Repeal ..................................................................................................  72.18* .............................   .....................  52-30,54-33  
Residents, jurisdiction...........................................................................  72.27(1) ..........................   .....................  129-13  
Revenue department, power and duties ...............................................  72.05*,72.34*    
Rules and regulations ...........................................................................  72.05*    
     
S     
     
Sales of property from estate................................................................  72.25(2) *    
Securities, valuation (see “Estates”)     
Settlement or compromise....................................................................  72.34(5) *    
Special administration ..........................................................................  72.31*    
Special administrator, personal liability .................................................  72.21    
State estate tax (see "Estate tax, state")     
Subjects liable     
 estate tax (state) .............................................................................  72.11,72.61*    
 inheritance tax .................................................................................  72.11*    
Survivorship interests ...........................................................................  72.12(6) *    
     
T     
     
Tax rates ..............................................................................................  72.18* .............................   .....................  43-33,52-30,54-33  
 limitation - 20% ...............................................................................  72.19*    
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 Statute Adm. Rule 
Tax Bulletin and 
Publication (P) AGO (A) 

     
Taxpayer assistance numbers ..............................................................   .......................................   .....................  138-36,142-22,146-29, 

147-27,149-13,151-26, 
153-14 

 

Tenders (see "Advance payment")     
Timely filed defined ..............................................................................  72.045 ............................   .....................  73-26,81-7,106-11,112-19, 

150-19 
 

Transfers     
 allowances to surviving spouse and family ......................................  72.12(3) *    
 by affidavit .......................................................................................   .......................................   .....................  87-27  
 defined ............................................................................................  72.01(21)    
 exempt ............................................................................................  72.15* .............................   .....................  43-33  
 in contemplation of death ................................................................  72.12(4)(a) * ...................  10.06   
 personal property ............................................................................  72.29*    
 powers of appointment ....................................................................  72.12(5) *    
 securities jointly held .......................................................................  182.24 ............................  10.05,10.06   
 taking effect after death ...................................................................  72.12(4)(b) *    
 wills .................................................................................................  72.12(1) *    
Trustees     
 notices of taxable property ..............................................................  72.30(2) *    
 personal liability ...............................................................................  72.21    
 report of annuities ...........................................................................  72.34,72.34(6)(b) *    
Trusts      
 created at death - transfer of jurisdiction .........................................  71.14(2),72.27 ................   .....................  116-11  
 Inter vivos ........................................................................................   71.14(3)(intro.), ...............  

(3m)(a)(intro.),(b)2 
 .....................  126-4  

 situs ................................................................................................    .......................................   .....................  134-28  
     
U     
     
U.S. obligations, beneficiary form .........................................................  851.61    
     
V     
     
Valuation standards (see “Estates”)     
     
W     
     
WINPAS  .............................................................................................    .......................................   .....................  149-14  
Wisconsin Tax Bulletin index updates ..................................................   .......................................   .....................  107-59,112-88,123-68, 

128-83,133-68,137-59, 
141-42,146-44,150-63, 
155-62 

 

     
*  This is a reference to the 1987-88 Wisconsin Statutes.  These statutes are relevant with regard to deaths that occurred prior to January 1, 1992.
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ADDENDUM 
 

To Inheritance and Estate Tax Topical Index  
 

Attorney Generals’ Opinions 
 

There are no Attorney Generals’ Opinions currently being used to administer the inheritance and estate tax laws. 


