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I. EAU CLAIRE AND WASHINGTON
COUNTIES ADOPT COUNTY TAX

Beginning January 1, 1999, the 0.5% county tax
is in effect in Eau Claire and Washington counties.

Following is a list of the 51 counties that have
adopted the county tax, and the effective date of
each county’s tax.

Effective Effective

County Date  County Date
Adams 1/1/94  Crawford 4/1/91

Ashland 4/1/88 Dane 4/1/91

Barron 4/1/86 Dodge 4/1/94
Bayfield 4/1/91 Door 4/1/88
Buffalo 4/1/87 Douglas 4/1/91
Burnett 4/1/89 Dunn 4/1/86
Chippewa 4/1/91  Eau Claire 1/1/99
Columbia 4/1/89  Forest 4/1/85
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Effective Effective

County Date  County Date
Towa 4/1/87  Polk 4/1/88
Iron 4/1/91  Portage 4/1/89
Jackson 4/1/87  Price 1/1/93
Jefferson 4/1/91 Richiand 4/1/89
Juneau 4/1/92  Rusk 4/1/87
Kenosha 4/1/81 St. Croix 4/1/87
LaCrosse 4/1/90  Sauk 4/1/92
Langlade 4/1/88  Sawyer 4/1/87
Lincoln 4/1/87  Shawano 4/1/90
Marathon 4/1/87  Trempealeau 10/1/95
Marquette 4/1/89  Vernon 1/1/97
Milwaukee 4/1/91 Vilas 4/1/88
Monroe 4/1/90 Walworth 4/1/87
QOconto 7/1/94 Washburn 4/1/91
Oneida 4/1/87  Washington 1/1/99
Ozaukee 4/1/91  Waupaca 4/1/89
Pepin 4/1/91  Waushara 4/1/90
Pierce 4/1/88

Important: Retailers who are not located in any of
the 51 counties that have adopted the county tax may
still be subject to the county tax if they deliver
property into any of these counties with their own
vehicles or are in some other way “engaged in
business” in any of the 51 counties. More
information can be found in Wisconsin Publication
201, Wisconsin Sales and Use Tax Information.

A. Transitional Provisions

Caution: These transitional provisions apply
only to Eau Claire and Washington counties.

Services: Those services subject to the 5% state
sales tax are not subject to the Eau Claire or
Washington county tax if the services are billed
to the customer and paid before January 1, 1999,
regardless of whether the service is furnished to
the customer before or after January 1, 1999,
Services furnished before January 1, 1999 are
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not subject to the Eau Claire or Washington
county tax even though the services are billed or
the customer pays on or after January 1, 1999,

Rentals: The lessor’s rental receipts from
tangible personal property that the lessor is
obligated to furnish at a fixed price under a
contract entered into before January 1, 1999, are
not subject to the Eau Claire or Washington
county sales tax umntil the contract is terminated,
extended, renewed, or modified. However, the
lessee is subject to the Eau Claire or Washington
county use tax on these lease or rental payments
beginning on or after January 1, 1999, except
when:

1. The lessor voluntarily reports the tax on such
receipts for the convenience of the customer,
or

2. The lessor collects the tax because the
contract is modified.

Contractors: Sales of building materials to
contractors engaged in the business of
constructing, altering, repairing, or improving
real estate for others are not subject to the Eau
Claire or Washington county tax if:

1. The materials are affixed and are made a
structural part of real estate, and

2. The amount payable to the contractor is
fixed without regard to the costs incurred in
performing a written contract that:

¢ was irrevocably entered into prior to
Jamary 1, 1999, or

+ resulted from the acceptance of a formal
written bid accompanied by a bond or
other performance guaranty that was
irrevocably submitted before January 1,
1999.

Seasonal Sellers

If you make sales of tangible personal property
or taxable services in Eau Claire or Washington
County which are subject to the county tax and
you are a seasonal filer (a person doing business
for only a portion of the year), the sales and use
tax returns previously sent to you may need to be
replaced, effective for reporting periods
beginning on or after January 1, 1999.
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Review Schedule CT on the back of the sales and
use tax returns previously sent to you for periods
on or after January 1, 1999. If Eau Claire and
Washington counties are not listed on Schedule
CT, you should contact the department for new
returns  which include Eau Claire and
Washington counties. Write or call Wisconsin
Department of Revenue, P.O. Box 8902,
Madison, WI 53708-8902 (telephone (608) 266-
2776).

DON’T FORGET USE TAX

Failure to report use tax is the most common
error on sales and use tax returns. Make sure use
tax is correctly reported on your sales and use tax
return (Form ST-12).

The 5% wuse tax is imposed on the purchase price of
tangible personal property or taxable services that are
to be used, stored, or consumed within Wisconsin,
upon which a sales tax is not imposed.

Common examples involving use tax include:

Property used in Wisconsin is purchased outside
Wisconsin, and the property would have been
subject to sales tax if purchased in Wisconsin.

Example;: A Wisconsin company purchases an
office machine from an Illinois seller who does
not charge Wisconsin sales or use tax. The
machine is used in Wisconsin. The Wisconsin
company is liable for Wisconsin use tax on the
purchase price of this machine.

Building materials are purchased by a
nonresident contractor from a seller located in a
state other than Wisconsin, and the seller either
does not charge sales tax or charges a tax at a
rate less than 5%. The nonresident contractor
uses the materials in real property construction in
Wisconsin,

Example: A contractor located in llinois
purchases building materials in another state and
pays that state’s 3% sales tax on the materials.
The contractor uses the materials in constructing
a building in Wisconsin. The contractor owes the
5% Wisconsin use tax on the purchase price of
the materials used in Wisconsin. The contractor
is allowed a credit for the sales tax paid to the
other state.






